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Attempted Assasination of 
Earth First!/IWW Organizers 


On Thursday, May 23rd, a pipe bomb 
exploded in the car of Ukiah IWW Branch 
members Judi Bari and Darryl Cherney. 
The two were on their way from Oakland, 
California to Santa Cruz to attend an 
organizing meeting for this summer's 
Redwoods Actions in Mendicino and 
Humboldt counties. The bomb was placed 
on the floor of the rear seat of the 
station wagon they were driving. 

Darryl Cherney received minor injuries 
and was treated and released, however 
comrade Judi Bari was seriously injured 
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In a bizarre twist, the pair were 
arrested after the assasination attempt 
on "unofficial" charges of transporting 
explosives. In suspiciously well- 
organized (as in: planned in advance) 
raids of the victims homes in Ukiah, as 
well the homes of supporters in the Bay 
Area, materials of the same type as 
those used in making the bomb were 
dicovered. These materials amounted to 
electrical tape and wire, of the type 
that could be found in most household 
utility drawers. 

Both Cherney and Bari have been key 
figures in recent attempts to organize 
timber workers to help save the forests 
of Northern California and timber 
workers' jobs. For this reason the 
Mendocino EFi group has recently 
renounced the practice of tree-spiking 


May Day in the 
Bay Area 


This year, the first year of the new 
decade, comrades in the Workers 
Solidarity Alliance, the Industrial 
Workers of the World SF Branch, and the 
Reclaiming Network celebrated 
International Workers Day and the pagan 
festival of Beltane with a picnic on 
Sunday, April 29th and a march and 
solidarity action on May 1st. 

The picnic drew a crowd of over 100 
people to the Fort Miley meadow near 
Land's End in San Francisco. The 
entertainment included an English sword 
dancing troop who contorted themselves 
remarkably on the improvised stage (a 
former firing platform for a 12 inch 
retracting rifle). 

The Reclaiming Network, a group of 
neo-pagan anarchists, erected a 
traditional Maypole and organized the 
dance and ceremony in celebration of the 
coming of Spring. Despite near gale- 
force winds (which sometimes made the 
dancing and Maypoling difficult) the day 
was judged a success by the various 
participants. It was good to get 
together and just eat and talk and have 
fun. 

One sour note for the organizers of 
the festivities was some negative 
response to the poster we distributed 
for the event. The artwork for the 
poster, generously donated by noted 
anarchist cartoonist Spain, was judged 
as sexist by some members of the San 
Francisco anarchist community. 

The organizing group made the mistakes, 
in this matter, and none of the blame 
should be put on Spain. He was given no 
ideas or parameters regarding the 
content of the poster he was asked to 
produce. He was simply asked to produce 
a poster which depicted a joining of 
International Workers Day and Beltane. 
When the art was completed it was taken 
directly from the artist's home to the 
printer and was not seen by the 
organizing group until it was already 
printed. Whether or not it would have 
been accepted by the organizing group is 
a matter of conjecture at this point. A 
committment has been made to organize 
another celebration next year and no 
doubt the process will be improved. 

The march and solidarity activities 
on May 1st were decidedly less well- 
attended than the Sunday picnic. The 
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Earth First I has secured the services of 
private investigators and bomb experts 
to conduct an independent inquiry into 
the nature of the bombing. 



idea was to "Call in Sick" on Tuesday 
and meet in Justin Hermann Plaza for a 
march on The City. Unfortunately an 
anti-fascist demo was scheduled by the 
Leninist John Brown Anti-Klan Committee 
at the same time in the Haight-Ashbury 
District. Apparently some white power 
skinheads were supposed to repeat their 
"White Workers Day" march of last year. 
We afterwards heard that many people who 
would have come to the anarchist march 
instead went to the anti-nazi skinhead 
march, where 100 or so people 
courageously stood up to 10 or so nazi 
skinheads, allowing the capitalist press 
to present the nazis as a beleagured 
minority instead of the worthless scum 
that they are. I personally still favor 
the back alley approach, wherein the 
worthless thugs in question are indeed 
treated like the worthless thugs they 
are: quietly, swiftly and well away from 
the cameras of the media. 

In any case, the small group of us 
marched from the plaza to the Transbay 
Terminal, signs showing and banners 
waving through the downtown area. We 
marched to the terminal, found no ATU 
pickets anywhere in sight, and so 
searched for and found the Greyhound 





ticket office. We positioned ourselves 
at the foot of the stairs leading up to 
the counter (it's on the 2nd floor) and 
proceded to inform potential passengers 
of the strike in progress, urging them 
to go any way but Greyhound. We were 
soon surrounded by State Police 
troopers, who at first demanded that we 
leave the premises imediately. When we 
proclaimed our constitutional right to 
assemble (yuk yuk) the sergeant in 
charge said:"We're not dealing with the 
constitution here, we're talking about 
the law of the State of California." 
Well, how can you argue with a legal 
mind such as that? We were prepared to 
leave, but the sergeant then asked one 
of our group, Jess Grant of the SF IWW, 
to give them his name. (Jess was 
responsible for most of that uppity 
constitution talk) . He told the sarge 
that he didn't think he had to give him 
his name since he hadn't violated any 
laws. Sergeant Bonehead then decided 
none of us could leave until Jess showed 
his proper papers (I.D., birth 
certificate, finger and toe prints, 
etc.). The cops were intransigent. The 
spectre of mass arrest (of a decidedly 
small mass) loomed before us. Given that 
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it was an especially beautiful May Day, 
sun shining and perfect temperture, the 
prospect of sitting the rest of the day 
in the capitalists jail was incredibly 
unattractive. But things were getting 
ugly. The blond storm-trooper on my left 
was fingering his billy club. I was 
carrying a heavy picket sign with a 
sharpened end. Jess was showing the 
sarge his red union card. The sarges 
little buddy was asking "You're some 
kind of comminist, right?" Anyway, Jess 
gave the goons his documents and they 
ushered us off the property. 

So, that was our May Day here in the 
Bay Area. Good picnic. Good (but under¬ 
attended) march and solidarity action. 
Next year it'll be even better. Hope to 
see you there 1 

Mike Kolhoff 


Greyhound and 
the Media 


The strike by workers against 
Greyhound Lines Inc. which began March 
1st has produced some of the most 
blatant examples of the capitalist media 
distorting the facts to serve their 
corporate masters. On February 28th, 
local 1202 of the Amalgamated Transit 
Union in NYC issued a press release to 
the media. The press release read: "the 
company has 60 men in black military 
uniforms weilding bats at the bus 
garage." At 3:00am on March 1st, one 
hour after the strike officially began, 
a WINS newsbulletin came on the air. To 
the shock of everyone at strike 
headquarters, WINS reported that ”60 
union men wielding bats were at the 
garage" intimidating scabs. 

WINS denied responsibility for the 
error, saying they had merely picked the 
report up from an AP dispatch, which 
they promptly faxed to the union 
headquarters. Sure enough, the 
Associated Press dispatch said that it 
was union men, rather than company 
goons, who were wielding the bats. 

A bit of digging revealed that an AP 
business reporter in Dallas, Greyhound's 
headquarters, had rewritten the union's 
press release, altering the facts to 
favor the corporation. The union 
demanded a retraction, and after hours 
of mistatements WINS repeated the story 
as they had originally reported it and 
simply said that it was inaccurate. This 
action had the effect of repeating the 
lie. 

On March 13th, AP reported on a bus 
which had alledgedly been fired upon by 
a sniper. The New York Times ran the 
piece and noted that several buses had 
been fired on during the strike, which 
they said "had been marked by several 
violent incidents." Fred G. Curry, CEO 
of Greyhound, was quoted as saying: "We 
will not bend or move because of 
intimidation or violence." The union 
speculated that the shooting might have 
been a company provocation, and it was 
contrasted with the way the media were 
responding to the growing npmber of 



strikers' injuries and deaths! In the 
first week of the strike a driver was 
crushed to death in Redding, California 
by a scab-driven bus. Around the country 
literally hundreds of serious incidents 
against the strikers by scab drivers 
have occured. Most have been ignored by 
the media. The AP reported that a 
striker had been struck by a bus, but 
not that he had died, and no mention was 
made of the fact that he was struck by a 
bus driven by a scab driver with only 2 
weeks training. 

The New York Times has been the real 
corporate cheerleader during the 
Greyhound strike. They have consistantly 
printed only the company's side of the 
story on wages and the union's demands. 
Their readers would not know that 
Greyhound workers are making the same 
wages they were in 1975. The average 
wage of a driver is $17,000 a year. 
Maintenance workers with 17 years 
experience make $6.50 an hour. The 
company is asking workers to pay the 
full cost of their medical coverage, and 
no worker has been able to join the 
pension plan since 1983. When these 
issues were addressed at a labor rally 
on March 9th, it never made the papers. 
The March 22nd New York Times article 
was a flagrant promotional piece for 
Frank Currey, ("a 
photographer...poet...Navy dive bomber 
who struggled with dyslexia in his 
youth," etc.), which lied about the 


average wages, giving as averages the 
salaries of drivers who work excessive 
overtime. Once again the mysterious 
shootings were stressed, with no mention 
made of the strikers' injuries and 
deaths. 

The role of the capitalist media has 
become clear in this strike, just as it 
did in the Pittston strike (by blacking 
it out) and the ongoing Eastern strike 
(likewise blacked out): the capitalist 
media will go to any lengths necessary 
to turn public opinion against the 
unions and in favor of the company's 
interests, which they see as their own. 


























Anarchist Stirrings in the USSR 


In the seething political scene in 
the Soviet Union numerous anarchist 
groups have sprung up. Many of them are 
united in the Confederation of Anarcho- 
Syndicalists (K.A.S.). To get an 
overview of the situation I spoke with 
Vladimir Gubarev, an editor of the 
monthly magazine OBSCHINA ("Commune") 
which has come out of Moscow since May 
of 1987. He traced the path of the group 
around OBSCHINA from 19 83, when many of 
the activists were involved in broad 
circles of the opposition and in the 
Federation of Socialist Clubs. In 1986 
they entered a clearly anarchist phase, 
which culminated in the following year 
with the launching of OBSCHINA. 

The new political climate under 
perestroika meant that publishing 
efforts and political activism in 
general attracted less repression. 
OBSCHINA played a catalytic role in 
bringing together anarcho-syndicalists, 
a process which led to the founding of 
K.A.S. in May of 1989. 1989 was a boom 
year in anarchist activity. I was at a 
meeting in mid-november when 
representatives of the Leningrad, Gorky 
and Kharkov K.A.S. publications came 
together to meet with Moscow colleagues. 
It was established that the combined 
print run of their publications in 
September 1989 was 30,000 copies. By 
comparison, the only anarcho-syndicalist 
publication in January 1989 was 
OBSCHINA, which printed 200 copies. 

K.A.S. currently unites over 300 
activists in member groups in the 
European part of the USSR and several 
Siberian centers. Outside Russian and 
Ukrainian territory it is only sparsely 
represented. Gubarev finds this 
understandable, as the identity of 
smaller nationalities has been 
systematically denied under Soviet rule. 
Their struggle for independence usually 
envisages the formation of a sovereign 
state. Although such new states could 
initially be less monolothic than the 
USSR, this leads to a basic difference 
with the anarchist approach, which is 
opposed to State organization as such. 

The main thrust of K.A.S. activity is 
informational and eductaional work. This 
is particularly true of the Moscow group 
of K.A.S. which is composed mostly of 
teachers and students. There is a 
bulletin "Kenguru" which specifically 
addresses educational issues. An 
anarchist educational platform received 
high profile during a national student's 
congress in November 1989. Seminars, 
public meetings and demonstrations are 
the Moscow group's main activities. 
Recently it was decided after 
considerable discussion that K.A.S. 
should form a union. At present their 
seems to be little clarity about what 
type of union it will be. It is a big 
jump from propaganda group to industrial 
organization! The suggested name of the 
union is "Resistance" (Soprotivlenie). 

K.A.S. has no member groups directly 
involved in current mass working-class 
militancy, eg. in the coal-miners' 
strikes of the Vorkuta and Donbas 
regions. But it has responded to 
requests from workers' groups there for 
information on forming indepedent 
unions. "K.A.S. is not dogmatic," says 
Gubarev. "We're with the people. We're 
not trying to be a vanguard and convert 
people to our line at all costs." 

K.A.S. has good delations with many 
individual members of "Sotsprof", a 




reformist union group which has 
penetrated some official unions. But 
there are differences. While preaching 
the need for federalist organization, 
"Sotsprof" has in fact evolved a very 
hierarchical structure. K.A.S. also has 
contacts with SMOT, the Free 
Interprofessional Workers Organization. 
For many years SMOT worked underground 
collecting and distributing news on 
labor developments in the USSR. But 
Gubarev told me that SMOT is small and 
has been "left behind the times". There 
is little practical cooperation between 
K.A.S. and SMOT. 

On some points K.A.S. overlaps 
politically with the Democratic Union, 
another of the active alternative 
groups. A major difference between the 
organizations is whereas the DU believes 
in confronting the authorities as a 
means of popular mobilization (eg. 
provoking the police at 
demonstrations)K.A.S. prefers to avoid 
confrontations unlikely to lead to 
clearly positive results. The question 
of using political violence has come 
onto the agenda of many radical groups, 
and discussions have weighed whether 
such violence is realistic, productive 
or ethically acceptable. In November 
1989 K.A.S. adopted a pacifist stance, 
seeing "politcal terrorism" as leading 
to the strengthening of authoritarian 
structures. 

K.A.S. has called for a boycott of the 
elections to the Soviet parliament. 
However, participation in municipal 
elections is considered appropriate 
because at the local level it is 
considered easier to exert influence. 

K.A.S. is a new political force and 
its members are largely in their 20's. 
Few women are involved, and feminist 
issues are not on the agenda. To a large 
extent this is due to the strongly 
patriarchal nature of Russian society. 
Also the severe accomodation shortage 
throughout most of the USSR allows no 
freedom for alternative living 
arrangements. Lifestyle experimentation 
and free personal developemnt are 


virtually impossible. There are almost 
no communes, group houses and the like, 
which play such a vital part in radical 
life in many western countries. In my 
opinion, this is another reason why 
anarchist activism takes on sterile, dry 
and "male" forms. 

K.A.S.' priorities are firmly "at 
home". International contacts are 
welcome, but they are not well-developed 
at present. Strongest links exist with 
Swedish anarcho-syndicalists, and 
apparently there are contacts with 
French and Spanish anarchists and with 
the West German "Greens". Membership in 
international organizations is not a 
question of current relevance. "It's 
much too early," Gubarev says, "to 
commit ourselves to any particular 
platform or forum for international 
activity." The widening split between 
the Spanish CNT-AIT and Renevados, for 
example, is of little relevance. For the 
time being, it seems, K.A.S. welcomes 
the exchange of ideas with all groups. 

Will Firth 
From INFO 

A Newsletter published by 
the IWA Secretariat 
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Mexican Workers Battle Company and Union 


When workers at Ford's Cuatitlan plant 
near Mexico City began organizing 
independently to resist pay cuts, both 
the company and the collaborationist CTM 
union sent 300 armed thugs into the 
plant. One worker was killed and nine 
injured in the January 8th attack. The 
action followed Ford's firing of elected 
rank-and-file leaders, who were battling 
with the corrupt bureaucrats for control 
of the union. 

The corrupt union officials are tied 
to the PRI, Mexico's ruling party, which 
has adopted a policy of total 
capitulation to foreign capital. It has 
slashed government subsidies to the 
impoverished working class to divert 
funds for paying interest on foreign 
loans. The CTM (Confederation of Mexican 
Workers) is actively selling-out the 
interests of it's own members to molify 
multinational employers like Ford. 

In response to the armed attack, 
workers shut down production at the 
plant and, despite having no strike fund 
(the union bureaucrats held the purse 


strings) managed to keep pressure on 
with daily rallies at the plant gates, 
CTM headquarters, and a local TV 
station. Their determination and 
solidarity paid off. Ford was forced to 
retract it's threat to fire 2,200 
workers and agreed, together with the 
CTM, to recognize the elected rank-and- 
file representatives. On February 12th 
work resumed at the plant. 

Workers at the Cuautitlan Ford plant 
earn an average wage of $165 per month. 
This for intense work in hazardous 
conditions. It is this low wage level 
that lures U.S. companies to Mexico. The 
automobiles built in the Cuautitlan 
plant sell for the same price as the 
ones built in Detroit. The cost to the 
capitalists, because of the low wages of 
Mexican workers, is minimal. This 
translates into incredibly high profits 
and the increased imiseration of workers 
on both sides of the border. 


IMWU Office Raided / 


In the month of Fedruary members of the 
SFPD Robbery/Homicide squad busted into 
the offices of the International Music 
Workers Union San Francisco local. The 
cops held guns to the heads of the IMWU 
comrades in the office and searched the 
premises. They found no contraband in 
the union offices and proceded to seize 
legally registered firearms. 

IMWU General Secretary Ron Gould was 
arrested on "Failure to appear/failure 
to pay fines" charges originating in 
Long Beach, California. Ron was released 
after being held at police headquarters 
for two hours. 

Bicycle Messenger Contact 

Bob McGlynn, member of NYC 
Independent Courier Assoc. 

528 5th Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 

UCSB STUDENT UNION 
c/o Dave Karoly 
207 Hillzriew Drive 
Goleta, CA 93117 


IMWU speculates that the reason for the 
raid was a ' complaint filed against the 
San F*rancisc© Police Department through 
the Officfe 6 f Citizens Complaints (OCC) 
due to the harrassment of union *nembers 
puttihg up posters critical of the 
current ’/War on drugs/war on the poor," 
The dubious "failure to appear,etc." 
warrents -were the results of ongoing 
lawsuits against the Long Beach Police 
Dept, and^seyeral Orange County booking 
agents and promoters. 

''s’. 

As, the Result of continued police 
harassment/ Ron Gould and several other 
union members have left the Bay Area. 

Anarcho-Syndicalist Pins 
• Black & Red Enamel on Sliver Pins 
•$3.00 Edcft *$33.00 a dozen post¬ 
paid 

AS-1 t—F lag ' 

AS-2 — Flame besign 
AS-3 — Black Star on red disc 
BLACK STAR SULPHUR WORKS 

- . P.O.Box33528, 

' / Baltimore, MD. 21218 
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SPEW 2* FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
Guaranteed to foaent revolution or at 
least boggle your aind. Written by yourfg 
people, lor young people. Husic interviews 
and articles on racisa, ecology, 
ailitarisa, nonviolence and aore. 

$1 per copy or<<^ lor 25. Larger 
quantities available at low, low rates. 

far Hesisters league 
33? tafayette St. 
few York, HY 10012 



To send letters of support and 
donations write: 

Movimiento Democratico de Trabajadores 
de la Ford 
Doctor Lucio 

103, Edificio Orion A-4, Despacho 103 
Mexico, D.F. MEXICO 


WE ARE THE CITY 





















NY-Tel Workers Continue to be Victimized 


After 17 weeks on the picket line, 
40,000 NYNEX strikers returned to work 
on December 4th, 1989. Three months 
after their return to work members of 
Communications Workers of America, AFL- 
CIO are still continuing their fight. 
Many former strikers have been fired or 
"suspended" by NYNEX for "strike 
misconduct". 

Even after the strike settlement, the 
company has fired 11 members and has 


suspended another 25, for a total of 90 
members fired and 138 suspended for 
strike related activities. 

Besides the disciplinary actions, New 
York Telephone is also systematically 
harrassing shop stewards and impeding 
the workers right to file grievances and 
enforce the collective agreement. New 
York Tel is currently engaged in a 
campaign of moving union activists from 
their usual work locations in an attempt 


to isolate them. The company is also 
evaluating and transfering union 
activists because they are "trouble 
makers", removing material from union 
bulletin boards and requiring union 
members to remove their union buttons. 

Mike Harris 



Redwood Summer is a last ditch effort 
to save the last stands of old-growth 
redwood in the world. 95% of the forests 
have been logged, and the logging 
companies in Humboldt and Mendicino 
counties are racing to finsih them off 
before legislation limiting their 
activities can be passed. The Forests 
Forever initiative has been placed on 
the California ballot for November. 
Between now and November the logging 
companies are going to try to clear-cut 
as much redwood as they possibly can. 
The actions planned for this summer are 
critical if we are to stop the timber 
industry from destroying the forests. 

Redwood Summer will include several 
major and several smaller nonviolent 
direct actions taking place between June 


1st and August 31st. Tactics will 
include tree-sitting, tree-hugging, 
blockades of logging roads, the hanging 
of banners and mass picketing. Although 
many activists are planning on being 
arrested, a lot of the activities will 
not involve arrest, including support 
work and habitat restoration. All 
participants are required to undergo a 
non-violence training workshop that will 
educate them about the people and 
environment of the region. 

To find out where to go and how to get 
there, call: 707-923-3450 (South Humbolt 
Redwood Summer Action Center). 


Equal Pay 

The National Committee on Pay Equity 
recently released two reports detailing 
information on pay equity activity 
across the country. The 176-page Full 
Report provides comprehensive wage data 
by race and gender in both public and 
private sectors. The abridged 20-page 
Executive Summary focuses on the public 
sector, where efforts to win pay equity 
have been most successful. Both versions 
include wage gap charts, facts on women 
and people of color and more. The price 
of the full report is $15.00. The 
Executive Summary costs $5.00. To order, 
write the National Committee on Pay 
Equity, 1201 16th St. NW, Suite 420, 
Washington, DC 20039. or phone 202-822- 
7304 . 


Open the Doors 

The new cassette by Len Wallace, called 
Open The Doors, features traditional and 
contemporary songs of work and 
solidarity, including miner's songs, 
Windsor's Dominican Forge lockout, the 
frame-up trial of Sacco and Vanzetti and 
a lot more. To order, send $10 (U.S.) to 
Len Wallace, c/o WOSH, 1109 Tecumseh Rd. 
E., Windsor, Ontario NBW 1B3 CANADA. Or 
call 519-662-6615. 


Paddy Murphy 

Paddy Murphy has been in the Belfast 
jail since 1989 awaiting trial for 
allegedly storing a few pounds of the 
explosive "Semtex" in his house. Paddy 
is a well-known figure in the Anarchist 
community of Belfast and has been 
involved with the Warzone center in that 
city. 

He is around 40 years old and faces a 
potential sentance of up to 7 years if 
convicted. He is not aligned with any 
paramilitary organization and has 
recently become a member of the 
Anarchist Black Cross Network. If you 
are interested in contacting him you can 
write: 

Paddy Murphy #A2837 
HMP Crumlin Road 
Belfast, BT14 6AE 
Northern Ireland 



















WSA 7th Convention 


Workers Solidarity Alliance, the U.S. 
Section of the International Workers 
Association, held it's 7th annual 
convention this year in Knoxville, 
Tennessee. 18 members and 10 observers 
attended the convention this year, 
making it the largest and most energetic 
turnout since the organization was 
founded. Members from all the national 
regions were able to particpate and much 
discussion took place concerning key 
issues of importance. Reports were 
delivered on current workplace 
organizing efforts and struggles, as 
well as of the International activities 
of the IWA. Greetings were received from 
all other Sections of the International, 



Women Unionists 



Fifty women unionists from the U.S., 
Guatemala, Korea and Mexico met in 
Mexico City in November for a week-long 
"exchange of experiences". Sponsored by 
the September 19 Garment Workers Union 
of Mexico, the meeting brought together 
industrial and university workers, 
farmworkers, teachers, and social 
workers in order to better understand 
the situation of working women in 
different countries, to learn how to 
make women's demands become union 
demands, and to plan ways to extend 
solidarity. 


with special greetings from the IWA 
Secretariat who termed the WSA's 
contribution to international solidarity 
"second to none". 

Important discussions took place during 
the convention concerning the current 
environmental crisis and women in the 
anarcho-syndicalist movement. Of the 18 
WSA members in attendance, only 5 were 
women. In order to correct this 
imbalance, it was the consensus of the 
convention that greater effort was 
necessary to reach women in the 
community and the workplace. A directive 
was issued that all local groups should 


add at least one woman member by next 
year's convention. 

It was likewise the consensus of the 
convention that the WSA add our voice to 
the current environmental debate, taking 
a stronger and more vocal stance on this 
issue of universal importance. 

A great time was had by all, and our 
warmest thanks go to the comrades in 
Knoxville who did such a tremendous job 
of organizing the convention. Hasta la 
Victoria! 

Mike Kolhoff 
SF WSA 


Soviet Anarcho-Syndicalist 


Murdered by KGB 


On May 5th the body of Petr Petrovich 
Siuda was found outside of his apartment 
in the Ukranian town of Novocherkask. 
His head was covered in blood. While 
Soviet auhtorities claim he died of a 
hemorrhage, his comrades say that he was 
beaten to death. 

Petr had spent 6 years in the Soviet 
prisons for attempting to organize 
independent unions among workers in the 
U.S.S.R. At the time of his death, the 
53 year old anarcho-syndicalist was 
engaged in an investigation of the 1962 
strikes and uprising in Novocherkask 
which was brutally suppressed by the 


Meet in Mexico 

The role of women workers in unions 
was a main discussion point during the 
week. Amparo Castillo, a representative 
from a Guatemalan union, talked about 
the importance of assuring women's 
participation in the union. She told of 
getting a day care center at the union 
hall and factory site. She explained how 
they won contract clauses allowing 
unions to hold meetings on company time. 
This was the only way to assure that 
women would come, since many of them 
have to rush home after work to continue 
to work in the home. 

The participants also discussed 
"modernization", a critical word among 
Mexican unionists. Throughout Latin 
America, workers are facing "quality 
circles" and the "team concept". Bety 
Robles, a worker at an export processig 
company in Mexico, 'told how the team 
concept has been introduced in her 
workplace. Each line of work is given 
five minutes per hour to discuss 
production problems and provide 
alternative solutions. She said that 
women are using the time to organize 
around their own concerns, but they keep 
in mind a pre-planned "production 
problem" to discuss if a supervisor 
happens by. 

For many of the women this was the 
first time they had discussed common 
problems on an international level. A 
second conference was proposed in two 
years. For more information write: Mujer 
a Mujer, APDO 24-553, Col. Roma, 06701 
Mexico DF, MEXICO. 


internal security police (KGB). It is 
claimed that Petr had uncovered concrete 
evidence linking the KGB with the 196 2 
massacres. His death occured shortly 
after a phonecall to a Moscow newspaper. 

Petr Petrovich Siuda was a member of 
the Confederation of Anarcho- 
Syndicalists (KAS). Letters of 

solidarity and support can be sent to: 
113209 Moskva, ul. Bolotnikovskaya, dom. 
38, korp. 6, kv. 47., A.V. Shershukov, 
U.S.S.R. 

Letters of protest can be sent to; 
Mikhail Gorbachav,Kremlin, Moscow, 
U.S.S.R. 

Hotel Workers 
Fight for 
Fair Housing 

On December 1st, 1988, the Hotel 
Employees and Restaurant Employees 
(HERE) Local 26 in Boston won a housing 
trust fund in its negotiations with that 
city's hotels-the first time such a fund 
has been established in the U.S. This 
fund, financed by $1 million in 
employer's contributions and 

administered jointly by management and 
the union, provides monetary assistance 
to the local' s members to help reduce 
downpayments on houses, interest rates 
on mortgages, or the initial cost of 
renting an apartment. 

Many of Local 26's 5,000 members 
couldn't afford to live in the city in 
which they work. The average rent for a 
one bedroom apartment in Boston is $750, 
more than half the average wage of $1250 
earned by the workers. Local 26 won the 
housing fund after threatening to shut 
down the city's hotels with sit-ins 
during the busy holiday season. 

However, for the housing fund to take 
effect Congress must amend the Taft- 
Hartley Act, which does not include 
housing among the benefits unions and 
management may bargain over. A bill 
amending the act has passed the Senate 
and is awaiting action in the House of 
Representatives. Local 26 is asking 
supporters to write members of Congress 
supporting A1949. For more info call 
617-423-3335. 
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